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RESEARCH QUESTIONRESEARCH QUESTION

Does viewing change talk impact

participants intentions to engage in

everyday forms of civic engagement?

Likewise, does it impact their beliefs

about these everyday actions? 



BACKGROUNDBACKGROUND

Motivational Interviewing is a successful
theraputic framework for helping patients shift
their behaviors and beliefs (Scales et al., 2025) 
It’s been applied in other contexts such as
reducing vaccine hesitancy and employment
coaching (Armson et al., 2023)
There is also preliminary activism research
(Brouwer et al., 2022)
Change vs Sustain Talk is a core tenet of MI that
can be applied on its own (Blanc et al., 2024) 



STUDY DESIGNSTUDY DESIGN

4 level CRD
Qualtrics Survey
5-point Likert Scales (ordinal)
Covariates including
demographics and previous
engagement are collected

The Treatment: each
participant is assigned to read
1 of 4 vignettes

Each Vignette is a
combination of
petition/donation,
change/sustain 



VIGNETTE EXAMPLEVIGNETTE EXAMPLE

Signs asking for donations have become ubiquitous in many
places, especially college campuses. On campus, students are

often asked to donate for a variety of causes, whether via
cash or mobile payment apps. Many students give a few

dollars here or there, though not everyone contributes. On her
way to lunch, Jenna, a college sophomore, is asked if she can 

 donate to a cause. “I usually just ignore these,” she thinks, 
“a few dollars won’t make a real difference--I’ll pass.”



RESULTSRESULTS

I recieved 112 responses
Fairly even distribution of
treatment levels
But no significant results for
my treatment variables





RESULTSRESULTS



NOTESNOTES
There was an effect of the treatment but it
wasn’t significant
This could be a study design issue--people did
not read the Vignettes
The effect could also be moderated by other
variables--there was a lot of missing data for the
covariates
Also the majority was collected around
Thanksgiving, which could affect results
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